
  

Remembering  

John Quinn  
 

Sir, -it was with great sadness I  

heard of the death of John Quinn, who  

I first met over 30 years ago in a tiny  

bare basement office in RTE.   

    He interviewed me on a very basic  

recorder, far removed from the tech- 

nological apparatus of today’s world.   

The topic, “My Education”, was for a  

radio documentary published in book  

form by Townhouse in 1997. 

   Over the years I felt privileged to be  

included in many of his publications  

and events. He was a true and inspir- 

ing friend.   

   He always focused on the impor- 

tance of curiosity, on looking outside  

the box, and dare I say the label. The  

difference between schooling and  

education foremost in his mind.   

   My last contact with him was when  

he so kindly contributed to a book we  

produced on our work of 50 years in  

November past Outsiders – Fifty  

Years of the Alice Leahy Trust.   

   To see his books, especially My Educ- 

ation and The Curious Mind on read- 

ing lists in educational settings would  

go a long way to encourage much  

needed real debate and discussion.  In  

2018 Veritas published his book Gra- 

tias, a little book of Gratitude.  

   He recalled an inscription on a  

bench in Shanganagh Cemetery, the  

place where John will now rest.  

“A word – 

Be gentle 

And generously embrace the won- 

der 

And the beauty of the universe”. 

   His wise words will continue to in- 

spire and challenge us. Hopefully Sun- 

day Miscellany on RTE radio will give  

us a chance to listen to his mellifluous  

voice from time to time and again ac- 

knowledge his important contribu- 

tion to Irish life. – Yours, etc, 

   ALICE LEAHY, 

   Director of Services, 

   Alice Leahy Trust, 

   Dublin 8. 

                                                                                                    

 

 


